
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrewsbury                                                                               

                                     
 

Shrewsbury                                                                               

                                     

 

NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2013 

We welcome nominations for the 
posts of Co-ordinator, Treasurer, 
Membership Secretary. If you want to nominate 
someone (including yourself!) please email: 
coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk  

LIZ KESSLER  

PEOPLE-FRIENDLY SUSTAINABLE PLACES 
 

Liz Kessler, urban designer, Design Council/CABE 
and BEE, is passionately interested in what makes 
places work for people. She will use Vauban 
(Freiburg, Germany) as a model of a people-friendly 
sustainable new development, for a discussion on 
what is applicable in the context of English (British) 
towns. 

 

Thursday  November 21st  7.30pm   
Hobbs Room 

 Shrewsbury Library (door under archway at library entrance), Castle 
Gates, SY1 2AS 

 

This is also SFoE’s  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Everyone welcome – whether a member of FoE or 

not. There will be refreshments. 

     

THE INCINERATOR 

The admission by Keith Barrow that the Incinerator 
Contract is a “nightmare” is of course no surprise. 
When SFoE was doing all the preparation for the 
Planning Inquiry we realised this was the case.  
 
Throughout the Inquiry our advocate, Keith Kondaker, 
took every opportunity to make the  
point that it was a bad financial deal for Shropshire, 

apart from all the other downsides. This was denied 

by the Council and, after planning permission was 

given, the leader of the Council even declared it to be 

a good deal.  

As time goes on and the figures start to reveal the 

truth, the delusion can’t be maintained. It is now clear 

that, over the 20+ years that the contract has still to 

run, the council tax payers of Shropshire will be paying 

Veolia millions of pounds more than they should 

because of the Council’s folly.  

Sometimes massive and costly errors get forgotten 

because there is no physical reminder. This will not be 

the case for us as a colossal monument to this disaster 

is now rising out of the ground at Battlefield as a 

constant reminder.  – See photo! 

mailto:coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

                                   IRONBRIDGE POWER 

                                   STATION 

 
 
 
In 2012 & early 2013, Shrewsbury FoE, Telford FoE and 
UKWIN tried to halt E.On’s proposed use of wood pellets 
in its power station in Ironbridge.   
 
Since then, as feared, a report shows that Enviva, E.On’s 
supplier of pellets, is clearcutting natural, slow-growing 
native forests in a region in the USA with highly 
biodiverse and fragmented wetland.*  
 
Clearing forests robs us of a major carbon-absorbing 
resource.  Trees planted now will take 20-30 years to 
become effective CO2  sinks.  
 
We’re being encouraged at the moment to look at 
switching our energy suppliers to try and bring down 
prices. Maybe we could all consider aswell where our 
supplier gets their energy from – and switch to a greener 
company? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
* The  detailed report by Dogwood Alliance and NRDC about the impacts of 
Enviva’s largest existing pellet plant, the Ahoskie pellet mill in North Carolina, 
can be downloaded from http://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2013/08/press-
release-new-maps-reveal-envivas-ahoskie-wood-pellet-facility-threatens-
southern-wetland-forests-surrounding-ecosystems-and-wildlife/ 

 
Image copyright © John Chorley and licensed for reuse under this Creative 
Commons Licence.  

 

 

SITE ALLOCATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF 
DEVELOPMENT (SAMDev) 

 
Shropshire Council is planning “sustainable” growth in 
Shropshire's market towns. Its SAMDev plan will 
identify appropriate sites for future housing and 
employment development and lay out policies to guide 
this development. 
  

The Final Plan Publication document is expected by the 
end of 2013, when there will be more consultation. 
 
A major part of the plan is the Shrewsbury West Urban 
Extension of 750 houses.  
 
S FoE comments to the Council included: 
++ Designing a route through the middle which is  
planned to become a leg of the North West Relief Road 
has had a most detrimental effect and completely 
governs the proposals. As things stand, heavy vehicles 
are planned to pass through the development.  
++Like the Southern SUE, dwellings only comply with 
minimum standards of sustainability. But in a major 
development like this there is an opportunity to provide 
solar water heating and photovoltaic panels on all 
suitable roofs.  

++ Contrary to opinion, there is valuable habitat in the 
area such as mature hedgerows. These should be kept 
and would be appreciated by future residents. 
++ The provision of good cycle links is good. 
++ The additional local job opportunities are welcome.  
But there is a huge risk that with housing developments 
so close to the A5 most residents will be commuters to 
Telford, Wolverhampton etc, which would make a 
nonsense of the title “sustainable”. The housing needs 
to satisfy the needs of the people working in the new 
businesses: eg. a large number of employees in the 
healthcare business are on low wages so a high 
proportion of the houses should be affordable homes. 
 
You can see the most recent draft of the report (July 2013) for the 
Shrewsbury area here 
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planningpolicy.nsf/viewAttachments/EWET-
9B3HUM/$file/Shrewsbury-area-samdev-revised-preferred-options-2013.pdf 

 

BIG STEP FORWARD?  
 

SFoE has put a good deal of effort over the past few 
months into campaigning about bees. Many Shrewsbury 
people have told us that they notice the loss of bees in 
their gardens and have signed FoE’s national petition. 
And we spoke on Radio Shropshire, explaining why we 
vehemently disagree with the Environment Minister’s 
support for neonicotinoid pesticides.  
 
It’s a high-profile issue world wide. There have been  
positive moves: Europe has put a temporary ban on  
neonicotinoids and the UK Government has announced 

that it will produce a National Pollinator Strategy. 
  
But the campaigning must go on. Bayer has recently 
sued the European Commission to overturn the 
pesticide ban. You can sign the petition to support the 
ban: http://action.sumofus.org/a/bayer-bees-

lawsuit/13/2/?akid=2446.1789268.itNquP&rd=1&sub=fwd&t=5  
 

Also, the UK Pollinator Strategy needs to be 
comprehensive and cover the whole UK.  
There is also a petition about that:  
http://foe.co.uk/what_we_do/bee_cause_petition_to_lord_de_mauley_40
967.html 

 
 
 
 

http://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2013/08/press-release-new-maps-reveal-envivas-ahoskie-wood-pellet-facility-threatens-southern-wetland-forests-surrounding-ecosystems-and-wildlife/
http://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2013/08/press-release-new-maps-reveal-envivas-ahoskie-wood-pellet-facility-threatens-southern-wetland-forests-surrounding-ecosystems-and-wildlife/
http://www.dogwoodalliance.org/2013/08/press-release-new-maps-reveal-envivas-ahoskie-wood-pellet-facility-threatens-southern-wetland-forests-surrounding-ecosystems-and-wildlife/
http://www.geograph.org.uk/profile/16545
http://www.geograph.org.uk/reuse.php?id=524409
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planningpolicy.nsf/viewAttachments/EWET-9B3HUM/$file/Shrewsbury-area-samdev-revised-preferred-options-2013.pdf
http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/planningpolicy.nsf/viewAttachments/EWET-9B3HUM/$file/Shrewsbury-area-samdev-revised-preferred-options-2013.pdf
http://action.sumofus.org/a/bayer-bees-lawsuit/13/2/?akid=2446.1789268.itNquP&rd=1&sub=fwd&t=5
http://action.sumofus.org/a/bayer-bees-lawsuit/13/2/?akid=2446.1789268.itNquP&rd=1&sub=fwd&t=5
http://foe.co.uk/what_we_do/bee_cause_petition_to_lord_de_mauley_40967.html
http://foe.co.uk/what_we_do/bee_cause_petition_to_lord_de_mauley_40967.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES OF INTEREST 

 
In the warmer weather of Spring 2014, SFoE is 
going  to arrange a visit to 
 

LOWER HOUSE FARM nr 
CARDESTON 

 
to see what they’re doing with Shrewsbury’s 
garden  waste. And also to see their wind 
turbine, photo voltaics, biomass boiler, naerobic 
digester and in-  vessel composting. 

 
SFoE members will get details nearer the date. If  
you’re not a member but are interested, please 
email   coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
 

 
We’d be really pleased to see you at the 
  

SHREWSBURY FoE CHRISTMAS 
DRINKS 

Wed 11 December from about 8.00 
onwards 

The Three Fishes, Fish Street, 
Shrewsbury 

It will be very low-key! No dressing up, no 
dancing, probably no singing – just good 
company and chat. 
 
 

 
 

Saturday Nov 9th  
BIG GREEN SHROPSHIRE GATHERING 

 
A day-long conference for organisations and 
individuals who are interested in green issues 
 
At Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
193 Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY2 6AH 
 
Attendance is free. More info will be available at:  
http://www.greenshropshirexchange.org.uk/  
To book a place,  email: 
info@greenshropshirexchange.org.uk  

 
UK-WIDE GREEN CAMPAIGNING 

 
 

November 6    Action for  People/Community 
Energy Alternatives. 
 
November 10   Action against  Oil (Anniversary of 
the death of Ken Saro Wiwa - Nigerian writer, 
environmental activist) 
 
November 11   start of the UNFCCC Conference 
of Parties (COP) climate talks in Warsaw, Poland. 

 

 

 
MONTHLY SFoE MEETINGS 

 
We meet on the first Monday of every month 
at 
Marches Energy Agency building, The Pump 
House, Coton Hill, Shrewsbury SY1 2DP 
7.30PM 
 
Anyone is most welcome. Please look on our 
website for more exact details about how to 
get to the meeting room – it isn’t always 
easy! 
http://shrewsfoe.org.uk  
 

SFoE FUND-RAISING STALL  

SHREWSBURY MARKET SQUARE 

OCTOBER 26TH 9.30 – 3.00ish 
 

Books, bric-a-brac. 
 

mailto:coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk
http://www.greenshropshirexchange.org.uk/
mailto:info@greenshropshirexchange.org.uk
http://www.foeeurope.org/celebrating-community-power-across-Europe-020913
http://www.foeeurope.org/celebrating-community-power-across-Europe-020913
http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/shell_wildlife_destroyer.pdf
http://www.foe.co.uk/what_we_do/demand_climate_change_23337.html
http://www.foe.co.uk/what_we_do/demand_climate_change_23337.html
http://shrewsfoe.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACTING Shrewsbury Friends of the Earth is not hard. 
 

Go onto our website: http://shrewsfoe.org.uk Or email: coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
 

We are always pleased to get comments and hear how you would like to get involved. 
Some people choose to subscribe to our activities through becoming members. Others 
give donations. You can do either via our website. 

 
Or you can contact: 
Joint Co-ordinators: Frank Oldaker (01743 260971) and Barbara Phillips (01743 363010) on 
coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
Treasurer: John Rice (01743 792790)  treasurer@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
Membership Secretary: Sue Fisher (01743 358449)  membershipsecretary@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
Newsletter & website: Mike Richardson (01743 718511)  newsletter@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
Green Guide and ‘Walks & Talks’: Judy Coleridge (01743 364157)   walks@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
Planning issues and ‘Walks & Talks’: Philip Pool (01743 367968) talks@shrewsfoe.org.uk 

 
SO WHAT HAVE WE BEEN DOING? HERE’S A SUMMARY 

 
The last year has seen us busy with one major effort – getting the Green Guide onto a website of its own. Judy 
Coleridge, Sue Fisher and Mike Richardson have spent countless hours on this task working with Web Orchard as 
contractor. The project was funded by a grant from “Awards for All” Lottery Fund and was launched in June. 
 
The rest of our time has gone into a variety of issues. Stalls at local events have been used to get support for the Bee 
Campaign and Make It Better (a campaign that successfully pressured smartphone manufacturers to do something 
about the horrors of tin mining). We frequently comment on planning matters and take opportunities to get our 
messages across in the media. Trying to keep up to date on all the issues that exist is time consuming but essential so 
that what we do and say is valid. 
 
In previous years there have been ongoing major local campaigns - the incinerator and North West Relief Road – 
which are over, for now. So what do we see that needs our attention? 
 
We want to work on the problem of traffic in the centre of Shrewsbury and we are keen to make sure recycling rates 
keep increasing. Some major public event organisers don’t appear to deal with recycling very well and we see an 
opportunity for improvement here.  

 

 

 
?? ARE YOU ONE OF THE 100s OF PEOPLE WHO ARE 

USING …. 
 

http://www.shrewsburygreenguide.org.uk 

IF SO, THEN YOU ARE CLEARLY A PERSON OF WISDOM! 
IF NOT - GO FOR IT. IT’S ONLY A CLICK AWAY. 

http://shrewsfoe.org.uk/
mailto:coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk
mailto:coordinator@shrewsfoe.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@shrewsfoe.org.uk
mailto:membershipsecretary@shrewsfoe.org.uk
mailto:newsletter@shrewsfoe.org.uk
mailto:walks@shrewsfoe.org.uk
mailto:talks@shrewsfoe.org.uk
http://www.shrewsburygreenguide.org.uk/

