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For meetings and contacts, see back page 

We have had a busy few months with meetings 

and campaigning as you will see from the reports 

below.  There are also a number of exciting 

activities planned over the summer months.  Do 

join us when you can. 

 

Recent Events 

 

Powering Up 

On February 19th, an appreciative audience at 

The Gateway listened to Tim Kirby, the local 

Director of EcoGen, a company that pioneers new 

approaches in windfarm development as well as 

working in other areas of renewable energy and 

energy conservation.  Tim illustrated the history 

of wind power from the earliest times and 

described how EcoGen was involved in the first 

windfarm ever built in Scotland.  They are also 

evaluating projected future energy production 

and consumption in mid-Wales, helping to 

develop a strategic approach to increased use of 

renewable energy and lower CO2 emissions. 

Living Streets 

At the Hobbs Room on March 20th a select group 

listened to Rob Cann, Policy Co-ordinator with 

Living Streets, a national organisation that 

encourages more people to walk and campaigns 

to ensure that our streets are designed to allow 

people to do so.  Rob illustrated how they 

champion public spaces for pedestrians and his 
presentation was followed by a lively discussion. 

BIG ASK Day of Action 5th April 

 

Shrewsbury was one of many Friends of the 

Earth local groups taking part in the Day of 

Action on Saturday April 5th. The main aim was a 

photo stunt to get local media coverage during 

the Climate Change Bill Week of Action from 30th 

March to 5th April.  We set up stall in the Square 

and invited members of the public to sign cards 

to send to Gordon Brown, insisting that he add 

aviation and shipping to the coming Climate 

Change Bill.  Any emissions from these sources 

are currently set to be ignored, which seems 

illogical.  Aviation is a fast growing source of CO2 

emissions and Government figures, released in 

January 2008, show that aviation accounts for 

6.4% of UK carbon emissions 

www.defra.gov.uk/environmental/statistics.  The 

impact of aviation emissions is double that of CO2 

alone because of the other emissions that planes 

pump out at altitude (Royal Commission on 

Environmental Pollution 2002) 

www.rcep.org.uk/aviation.html. 

 

We froze for over 4 hours, but collected more 

than 60 signatures – some people still braved the 

weather!  No, that’s not Gordon Brown in the 

photo – it’s Frank with a mask. (Take a good look 

at the suit – it’s 8 years since he last wore it, and 

it may not come out of the wardrobe again.) 

 

Well over half the Local Groups throughout the 
country took part. 

Shrewsbury FoE local news 

Did you know? 
The UK with 1% of the world's population produces 2.3% 

of the world's C02. Carbon Dioxide Information 

Analysis Center 

A third of return flights from Britain last year were made 

by 4 per cent of the population. Over half the population 

took no flights at all. (New Statesman, 20th August 2007) 

Europe's merchant ships emit around a third more carbon 

than aircraft do. [The Economist, 10th June 2006] 
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Our work with the Market Hall traders and 

shoppers continues and during the week 

beginning the 26th April FoE hopes to have a 

week long stall in the Market. The purpose of this 

stall is to inform shoppers and stall holders of the 

alternatives to plastic bags. The display will 

consider the pros and cons of anything from 

paper bags, jute and cotton bags, to cornstarch 

biodegradable options.  We are also hoping to 

show the BBC film, “Message in the Waves”, from 

the BBC Natural History Unit looking at some of 

the environmental challenges facing the people 

and wildlife of the Hawaiian Islands. Although the 

documentary is from a Hawaiian perspective it is 

really a global film. Because of their size, location 

and social history, the Hawaiian Islands represent 

a microcosm of the planet and are in a unique 

position to tell all of us where we are going 

wrong and what we can do to help put things 

right http://www.messageinthewaves.com/ . 

 

We shall also be giving feedback to stall holders 

on their responses to the questionnaire we asked 

them to fill in just before Christmas. 15 out of 42 

stall holders responded directly to the 

questionnaire, with several more talking directly 

to FoE members about it.  Amongst the 

responses, it was noted that stall holders thought 

that promoting the market as a greener place to 

shop would attract more customers to the 

market. Traders were also keen to know more 

about the alternatives to plastic bags in terms of 

prices and sourcing. In response to this latter 

point we are currently researching this and as 

well as displaying this information at a stall, we 

shall be giving traders more in-depth information 

about costs etc. 

 

In December, information was also handed out to 

customers interested in learning more and asking 

them to stick pins in a board with yes/no answers 

to three simple questions:  

 

• Would you still use the market if you were 

NOT given a free plastic carrier bag with your 

shopping? 

• Do you think the Market Hall should be plastic 

carrier bag free? 

• Would you be prepared to pay for a Bag for 

Life? 

 

The response was almost unanimously in favour 

of finding alternatives to plastic bags for use in 

the market as can be seen in this photograph. 

 

 
 

Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council is also 

keen to support us and is offering to help FoE 

purchase organic, cotton bags which we will give 

to customers as part of our ongoing campaign.  

 

 

Modbury one year on 

An interesting article appeared in the Guardian 

on  April 10 2008 outlining how life has changed 

for shoppers and traders in the south Devon 

town.  The scheme to make Modbury plastic 

shopping bag-free is successful but not all the 

media attention has been welcomed by residents! 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/a

pr/10/ 

 

Plastic Carrier Bags 

GM Crops  
The damaging reality of GM crops is revealed in a FoE 

international report Who Benefits from GM Crops?  The 

report explains that current GM crops has actually 

increased pesticide use and failed to benefit poor 

farmers or tackle hunger 

http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/who_benefits

_summary.pdf. 

Val highlights an interesting study which has gathered 

sufficient evidence to debunk the myth that the yields 

of GM varieties are higher than those of conventional 

crops. The Soil Association has published a report on 

the latest available research on GM crop yields over 

the last ten years. The yields of all major GM crop 

varieties in cultivation are lower than, or at best, 

equivalent to, yields from non-GM varieties.  

http://www.soilassociation.org/web/sa/saweb.nsf/89d

058cc4dbeb16d80256a73005a2866/3cacfd251aab6d3
18025742700407f02!OpenDocument 

Compost Awareness Week 

 

You didn’t know there was one, did you?  

Shropshire Master Composters are holding a 

Celebration of Composting in the Square, 

Shrewsbury on May 9th.  There will be a number 

of stalls on composting themes with competitions 

to win a wind up radio, compost bins or a Bokashi 

composting system.  Other events will happen 

around the town, so keep a look out. 
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We are represented on this group, which meets 

monthly. The group has been set up to oppose 

the incinerator at Battlefield and the meeting on 

29th February at Sundorne School was attended 

by over 70 people. The main objections are on 

the grounds of health and waste of resources. 

The proposed incinerator will emit some 2,000 

tonnes from the chimney each year, which is 

expected to fall on a 7mile radius.  Some of these 

emissions are very small particles, which are 

currently not screened or monitored.  Dr van 

Steenis (among others), who spoke in 

Shrewsbury recently, claims that these particles 

are responsible for a number of health defects 

and an increase in infant mortality.   
 

Friends of the Earth are also opposed to 

incineration because of the destruction of 

resources.  At a time when we are running out of 

oil (used to produce plastic), when all resources 

are getting scarcer and more expensive, it seems 

stupid to burn things which could be re-used.  

Veolia intends incinerating anything that 

householders have not recycled.  They are aiming 

at 50% recycling, and are building a plant to 

burn the other 50%.  FoE thinks that it is 

possible to achieve far higher recycling rates, and 

is worried that the need to keep the plant 

running will lead to less emphasis on recycling.  

The plant will also be very visually intrusive, may 

lead to more traffic and local residents are 

worried it may also be noisy. 
 

Recycle Challenge 

In conjunction with Safe Waste in Shropshire, we 

are trying to encourage people to reduce the 

amount of waste they produce, and to recycle as 

much as they can.  We feel that the only way to 

stop the incinerator being built at Battlefield is to 

prove that it is unnecessary. We’ve produced 2 

sheets of suggestions, one using weight and one 

volume, to measure household waste.  We are 

asking people to measure their current waste and 

recycling, and then give suggestions on how to 

reduce it. 

These forms are available in Wild Thyme or from 
our website. 

Safe Waste in Shropshire 

Dave Green informs us that here will be another 

report on the NWRR presented to Shropshire 

County Council in June, reporting on progress on 

two fronts: 

� An association with flood defenses  

� The possibility of regional funding. 

  

The Environment Agency is doing a pre-feasibility 

study on the possibilities of linking the bridge to 

flood defenses.  An EA officer was not very 

encouraging about the prospects for this 

possibility when he spoke at the Environment 

Scrutiny panel in February.  DEFRA has a strict 

points system for funding flood defenses which 

will be very difficult to satisfy.  Even if the 

flood dam itself can be paid for out of the road 

money there would still be considerable costs 

incurred to protect properties affected upstream. 

  

Regional funding decisions are in the hands of 

the Regional Transport Partnership.  Dave 

attended their meeting in March and was 

impressed at the level of discussion about climate 

change and the need to reduce transport CO2 

emissions. One member even mentioned peak 

oil.  They are also very interested in Smarter 

Choices – a Department for Transport initiative to 

influence people's travel behaviour towards more 

sustainable options such as encouraging school, 

workplace and individual travel planning by 

means of improved public transport, travel 

awareness campaigns, websites for car share 

schemes, car clubs and teleworking 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/sustainable/smarterch

oices/ctwwt/. 

The Regional Transport Partnership will be having 

a presentation on the Worcester scheme at their 

next meeting.  Shropshire County Council would 

have a very hard job to persuade this body that 

the NWRR is a worthy scheme for the Partnership 

to support when it's so expensive and will do 

nothing to reduce CO2 emissions. 

  

Another recent development is the retirement of 

Rob Surl from the County Council.  Rob was the 

lead officer for the congestion charge bid and the 

NWRR.   We wonder if he is moving on because 

he does not see the NWRR becoming a reality 

and we wish him well in his new career at 

Mouchel. 

 

North West Relief Road - it hasn't gone away (yet) 

The average British commute is one hour and 
five minutes. 

In 2003 it was 35 minutes. (The Guardian, 21st 

January 2008) 

Only one in 500 Londoners walks to work. 
(Time Out, 5th March 2008) 

In 2007, YouTube consumed as much bandwidth as the 
entire internet did in 2000. (New York Times, 13th March 
2008) 
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Contacts: 
E-Mail:    
Val: val@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
Dave:    dave@shrewsfoe.org.uk 
   Send us your E-Mail address! 
 
Or Visit: www.shrewsfoe.org.uk* 

See also:        www.foe.co.uk 

        www.bigask.com 

Val Oldaker Co-ordinator 
49, Cleveland St,  SY2 5DN 

260971 

Dave Green NWRR 244150 

Philip Pool Transport, Walks & Talks 367968 

Judy Coleridge Waste, Walks & Talks 364157 

John Rice Treasurer 792790 

Judith Rice Newsletter 792790 

Sue Fisher Membership Secretary  
37 Sunnybank Rd SY2 6RG  

358449 

 

MONTHLY MEETINGS,  1st Monday of the month at 8pm.  Normally at Marches Energy Agency, next to the 
Gateway. However, please ring to confirm as this may vary. 
Green Drinks 
MEA have instigated a get together for environmentalists to drink together on the first Wednesday of each month.  
This now takes place at Cromwells, Dogpole at 8 pm. 
 

Membership Subscriptions 
We are grateful that most of our members have renewed. For those that haven’t, you should find a notice attached 
and prompt payment would be much appreciated. If this is not paid this will unfortunately be your last newsletter. 
Extra donations are always very welcome. 

Want To Join? If you’re not a member already and would like to join please send £8 (£6 concessions) or £22 for 
three years to Sue, thank you. 

National FoE Subscriptions 
are completely separate to local group subs. If you’re a national member you should receive the Earth Matters 
magazine, if not then we strongly urge you to join. Do so by going to www.foe.co.uk or ringing  020 7490 1555. 

This newsletter was assembled by Judith Rice, layout by Mike Richardson 
 

Sad News reported by Phil Pool  

Alan Howard, doughty champion of the walker, veteran of the public inquiry, shocked us in Mountfields 

last year when he revealed he was almost 85.  He was in the forefront of our campaign to have 

Frankwell Playing Fields registered as a Town Green, thus preventing SABC turning part of it into a car 

park.  He was lead witness at the Public Inquiry, his never-fully-tamed shock of grey hair adding to the 

impression of a benign professor. 

He retired to Shrewsbury, not only because it’s a nice place, but because of its good public transport 

links, particularly rail.  Before long, he had masterminded the Rail Rambles scheme, where people 

travel by train to an organised walk.  Partly because he loved walking – he was once national vice-

president of the Ramblers – but also to support the then-threatened Heart of Wales line.  He was 

always occupied with projects – like learning Welsh, or devising a better route for the Dana, defending 

walkers’ rights - until cruelly laid low by a stroke.  His death on April 14th, leaves his wife Margaret, and 
us all, the poorer.   

Worldwide, the number of mobile phone users 

will overtake the number of non-users 

this year for the first time. In 2000, only 12 per cent of 

the global population had a mobile phone. (AP, 6th 
February 2008) 

 Kabul's population 

has increased from 300,000 in 2001 

to 3m today. (Financial Times, 11th 

February 2008) 

Wind Turbines 
 

There are plans to build 4 wind turbines at Reeves Hill near Knighton, with an output of 9.2MW. To see 

more information, and show your support, go to www.reeveshillwindfarm.co.uk. The consultants have 

also sent us a complimentary copy of Al Gore’s ‘An Inconvenient Truth’. If anyone would like to watch 

this DVD, please contact Val. 


